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Preliminary Research Activity

It’s time to start practicing locating, previewing, and assessing sources.  Although the process is presented linearly below, it’s really a recursive one.

Step 1: Identifying Keywords
Like Google, the “Quick Search” field on the Springfield College’s Library Services page is designed to “speak English.” This means that we no longer need to use special codes to locate sources. However, you can’t just enter your research question into the field and get hits. Instead, you need to review your research question and identify keywords (terms central to your inquiry) that the search engine will locate in database resources. Moving from research question to effective keywords often involves a process of trial and error. Here is the beginning of a method.

· Write your research question below






· List 3-4 words that describe the main idea of what you are looking for


· Follow this link to see if the keyword generator can provide you with additional ideas: https://pqrc.proquest.com/tool/search-aid





Step 2: Once you have a handful of viable keywords, start entering combinations into the “Quick Search” field. A successful search will bring you to a “manageable” number of sources.  For example if you enter “domestic violence” you will get 204,997 results. That’s a big number and indicates that the search term was too broad. If you enter “domestic violence lgbtq” you get 317 results, which will be a lot easier to sort through. There’s no magic formula for searching, but you should play around with combinations. Use the left hand column to modify your search. In the left hand column, check the boxes that say “Springfield College, Library Services” and “Peer Reviewed.” 

If you are not finding good information on your own, reach out to a librarian. They are available to help you through this process.

List three titles that you think are applicable to your topic.

1. 
2. 
3. 

Spend some time clicking through the different links associated with these sources. Look for the abstract (a short summary of the article), keywords associated with the listings, and subject headings within the articles. Choose the one that seems most closely related to your research question and complete a Source Evaluation. (See Source Evaluation handout.)


Source Evaluation Worksheet
Source:
Include your APA formatted works cited entry here

1.	Authority/Credibility
Is there an author? What are his/her credentials? Is the “author” an organization or association? What makes this author an expert?






2.	Purpose
Is the goal of the source to inform? To persuade? To advocate an agenda? To sell something? Are there ads? Do they relate to the site? Is it a commercial site? Governmental? Educational Institution?






3.	Currency
When was the source published or created? Is there a revision or update date? A copyright date?







4.	Accuracy
Is the information based on fact or opinion? Does the author provide evidence for statements? Are sources provided?






5.	Ease of Use
Is the source well-organized? Can you find what you’re looking for? Does the source offer anything unique?




adapted from NIU Worksheet for Evaluating Online Sources 
downloaded from http://www.codlrc.org/sites/default/files/SourceChecklist.pdf

